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INTRODUCTION

This book contains 25 assemblies for children aged 5-7, written specifically to resource the non-
statutory guidelines for PSHE and Citizenship at Key Stage 1. Each assembly begins with an
introduction and then a main presentation, usually given by the teacher. There are both interactive
and non-interactive follow-up ideas and every assembly concludes with an optional reflection or
prayer.

The assemblies use a wide range of stimulus material:

• Original stories
• Fiction: excerpts from children's books
• 'True life' stories: factual accounts of people's lives
• Factual accounts of events
• Mini drama sketches for children to perform, with play scripts
• Poems, mainly in the form of cautionary verse

Each assembly focuses on a single teaching requirement from the four strands of the PSHE and
Citizenship guidelines, as listed in the contents and on the relevant assembly pages.

Follow-up

Each assembly presentation is followed by suggestions for interaction to involve the audience in
the assembly and to reinforce learning.

Interactive follow-up activities include:

• Closed and open questions
• Active response, e.g. vote, hands up, thumbs up or down, giving scores
• Quizzes
• Use of volunteers to assist at the front
• Discussion

Non-interactive follow-up suggestions include: a summary of the story; points to think about;
reflection and prayer.

Using the material

The assemblies in the book are designed to be used flexibly: it is intended that teachers select the
most appropriate follow-up activities and questions from the range provided in order to meet the
needs of the children present. The basic core presentation of each assembly may also be adapted
to suit the school, of course, and may be used, for example, in circle time, as the basis for role-play
or other drama, or for classroom discussion in Citizenship lessons.

Questions to stimulate a response from the children might include:

• What might it feel like to be in this situation?
• Have you experienced a situation like this in real life?
• Why did the characters do what they did?
• Were they right/wrong?



What makes a successful assembly?

Good preparation is essential, particularly if drama is involved. Other key pointers:

• Use of props or a visual focus (suggestions are included in the book; don't forget an OHP
or data projector can be used if you can't find the object suggested).

• Relate the contents of the assembly to activities going on in the school or community.
• Interactivity: music, songs, drama or any kind of audience participation generates interest.

Use the story or presentation to make a single clear learning point, which can be reinforced in
the reflection or prayer at the end of the assembly.

This collection builds on the popular Badger Assembly Stories with Citizenship and PSHE themes,
Ages 5-7, volume 1 by the same authors – available from Badger Publishing, ISBN 978-1-84424-229-0.
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1A RIGHT AND WRONG: DORIS DON'T

Objective
To help children consider the importance of actions which are right and wrong.

PSHE/Citizenship links
1a: likes and dislikes, etc.

Props
None

Introduction
I hope you know the difference between right and wrong – it’s really very important. Today’s
assembly is all about a little girl, younger than all of you, who learned the hard way about what is
right and what is wrong.

STORY: DORIS DON’T

Doris was three. Her mum had to keep a very close eye on her, as you’ll see, because Doris
didn’t always do as she was told.

On Tuesday, Doris wanted to look at the photos on top of the bookcase in the dining
room. She couldn’t reach the pictures, so she climbed onto the bottom shelf of the
bookcase. It wobbled.

“Doris, don’t climb on the bookcase,” said her mummy. “It might fall on you.”

Doris didn’t listen. She looked at the photos then went to get her drink from the kitchen.
Doris heard her favourite TV programme starting in the living room, so she ran across the
kitchen with her drink.

“Doris, don’t run with your juice,” said her mummy. “You might make a mess on the
floor.”

Doris didn’t listen. She ran to the living room and sat down to watch TV. After watching
her favourite programme, Doris was hungry. She went out into the garden and walked
over to the strawberry patch.

“Doris, don’t eat too many strawberries,” said her mummy. “You might get a tummy
ache.”

Doris didn’t listen. She ate lots and lots of strawberries. After eating the strawberries,
Doris had sticky hands. She went into the bathroom to wash them and she turned the tap
on full blast.
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“Doris, don’t turn the tap on too fast,” said her mummy. “You might slip on the tiles if
they get wet.”

Doris didn’t listen. She went to play with her dolls.

On Wednesday, Doris wanted to look at the photos on top of the bookcase in the dining
room again. She climbed onto the bottom shelf of the bookcase. It wobbled again, then it
fell on her with a bang. Doris had a cut on her head.

“Mummy, don’t put that nasty cream on my cut,” said Doris. “It stings.”

Mummy didn’t listen. She rubbed the cream all over the cut.

“Ouch!” said Doris.

Doris went to get her drink. She heard the doorbell go, so she ran across the kitchen with
her juice to see who it was.  The juice spilled all over the kitchen floor.

“Mummy, don’t make me clean the floor,” said Doris. “It’s hard work.”

Mummy didn’t listen. She made Doris clean the whole kitchen floor.

“Ooooh...” groaned Doris.

After cleaning the kitchen floor, Doris was very hungry. She went out into the garden and
walked over to the strawberry patch again. She ate all of the strawberries that were left.
She had a nasty tummy ache and felt sick.

“Mummy, don’t give me that yucky medicine,” said Doris. “It tastes horrid.”

Mummy didn’t listen. She gave Doris the yucky medicine.

“Eeuurgh!” said Doris.

Doris had sticky hands again after eating all of the strawberries, so she went into the
bathroom to wash them again. She turned the tap on full blast.  Water went on the floor
but Doris didn’t notice. She slipped on the wet tiles and flew through the air. It was a
shame for Doris that the toilet seat was up. She landed head first in the toilet with a
splash.

“Mummy, don’t wash my hair with that green shampoo,” said Doris. “It makes my eyes
red.”

Mummy didn’t listen. Lots of shampoo went in Doris’ eyes and they were very red.

“Owww,” said Doris.

On Thursday, Doris did do as she was told. She had a much, much better day.
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INTERACTIVE FOLLOW-UP

Questions
1) What were the things that Doris did which she shouldn’t have done?

(She climbed on a bookcase, ran with a drink, ate too many strawberries and turned the bathroom
tap on too hard.)

2) How do we know that Doris shouldn’t have done those things?
(Her mummy told her not to do them.)

3) What happened to Doris on Wednesday?
(The bookcase fell on her; she had to clean the kitchen floor; she got a tummy ache and she fell in
the loo.)

Getting the message
1) Why did Doris do as she was told on Thursday?
2) Let’s see if you know the difference between right and wrong. If I say something which is right,

put your thumb up like this. If I say something which is wrong, put your thumb down like this.
• Telling lies.
• Doing what your teacher says.
• Looking carefully before you cross the road.
• Taking something that doesn’t belong to you.
• Shouting in class.
• Looking after your pets carefully.
• Being kind to everyone in school.
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NON-INTERACTIVE FOLLOW-UP

Summary
• Doris was a three year old girl who often didn’t do as she was told.
• Doris climbed a bookcase even when told not to by her mum.
• She did other things she was told not to: she ran with a drink, ate too many strawberries

and turned on the bathroom tap too hard.
• Each time, her mum gave her a good reason for not doing it.
• Doris did each thing again and suffered the consequences.
• The bookcase fell on her; she had to clean the kitchen floor; she got a tummy ache and she

slipped and fell into the loo.

Something to think about
1) Responsible grown ups like parents and teachers tell us what to do because they know what’s

right and wrong.
2) We need to think carefully about doing what’s right and not doing what’s wrong – or we could

get into trouble or get hurt.

Reflection
Try to do what is right all of the time. Sometimes, doing the right thing might seem unfair but it’s
still the right thing. If you go around doing what is wrong instead of what is right then people
might not like you. Think hard about what you do.

Prayer
Lord God, help me to do and to say what is right. Help me to be kind and fair and to listen to the
grown ups who know what is best for me. Help me to know when I am doing something wrong
so that I don’t do it again. Amen.
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